
ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) ARGENTINA

ALL SECTORS
(14 survey responses … 41% of membership)

Total Number of Skilled Employees:   688 (at June 30, 2006)     723 (at Dec. 31, 2006)

Current Average Work Week Per Skilled Employee: 49.0 Hours

Average Future Work on Order Books: 14.2 Weeks
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) ARGENTINA 

TOOL, DIE & FIXTURE SECTOR
(8 survey responses)

MOLD SECTOR
(6 survey responses)

  NOTES: Precision Machining Sector - insufficient data to report.
Special Machines Sector - insufficient data to report.

Current Business Conditions

0%
12%

0%

25%

63%

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

Projected Business Conditions Over 
Next 6 Months

12%
0%0%

50%
38%

Substantial
Increase

Moderate
Increase

Remain Same Moderate
Decrease

Substantial
Decrease

Current Business Conditions
Compared With Last 6 Months (by %)

38%
50%

0%

25%

0% 0%
13% 12%12%

75%

50% 50%
62%

38%

75%

1Quoting                         Shipments                Order Backlog                    Profits                    Employment

Up Same Down

Current Business Conditions

0% 0%

33%

0%

67%

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

Projected Business Conditions Over 
Next 6 Months

0% 0%

50%

0%

50%

Substantial
Increase

Moderate
Increase

Remain Same Moderate
Decrease

Substantial
Decrease

Current Business Conditions
Compared With Last 6 Months (by %)

83%

0%

100%

17%
0%

17%
0% 0%

83%

17%
0% 0%

83%

17%

83%

1Quoting                         Shipments                Order Backlog                    Profits                    Employment

Up Same Down

Page 4





ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) AUSTRALIA 

TOOL, DIE & FIXTURE SECTOR
(3 survey responses)

MOULD SECTOR
(4 survey responses)

  NOTES: Precision Machining Sector - insufficient data to report.
Special Machines Sector - insufficient data to report.
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) CANADA   

ALL SECTORS
(33 survey responses … 20% of membership)

Total Number of Skilled Employees:   1,371 (at June 30, 2006)    1,266 (at Dec. 31, 2006)

Current Average Work Week Per Skilled Employee: 41.0 hours

Average Future Work on Order Books: 9.6 weeks
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) CANADA   

TOOL, DIE & FIXTURE SECTOR
(19 survey responses)

MOULD SECTOR
(4 survey responses)
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) CANADA   

SPECIAL MACHINES SECTOR
(3 survey responses)

PRECISION MACHINING SECTOR
(7 survey responses)
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006)  USA      

ALL SECTORS
(366 survey responses … 22% of membership)

Total Number of Skilled Employees:   16,942 (at June 30, 2006)    17,205 (at Dec. 31, 2006)

Current Average Work Week Per Skilled Employee: 46.5 hours

Average Future Work on Order Books: 14 weeks
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) USA     

TOOL, DIE & FIXTURE SECTOR
(68 survey responses)

MOLD SECTOR
(34 survey responses)
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ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) USA     

SPECIAL MACHINES SECTOR
(33 survey responses)

PRECISION MACHINING SECTOR (excluding Aerospace)
(168 survey responses)

Current Business Conditions

12%

36%
25%

9%
18%

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

Projected Business Conditions Over 
Next 6 Months

3%6% 9%

55%

27%

Substantial
Increase

Moderate
Increase

Remain Same Moderate
Decrease

Substantial
Decrease

Current Business Conditions
Compared With Last 6 Months (by %)

45%
37%

18%
27%

43%

30%
37%

30% 34%

21%

58%

21%
30% 33% 36%

1  Quoting                        Shipments                  Order Backlog                  Profits                       Employment

Up Same Down

Current Business Conditions

11%

36% 38%

2%
13%

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

Projected Business Conditions Over 
Next 6 Months

8% 8%
1%

31%
52%

Substantial
Increase

Moderate
Increase

Remain Same Moderate
Decrease

Substantial
Decrease

Current Business Conditions
Compared With Last 6 Months (by %)

39%
47%

14% 17%

35%
27%

56%

17%
26%

11%

36%
47%

39%

26%

63%

1  Quoting                        Shipments                  Order Backlog               Profits                       Employment

Up Same Down

Page 12



ISTMA-AMERICAS BUSINESS CONDITIONS REPORT
(6-Month Period Ending December 31st, 2006) USA     

AEROSPACE MACHINING & FABRICATION SECTOR
(63 survey responses)
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