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Leslie Payne, Executive Director, represented the Canadian Tooling & Machining Association 
(CTMA) at the Euromold trade show that was held in Frankfurt, Germany, December 5-8, 2007. 
 
Now in its 14th year and with the concept of “From Design to Prototyping to Series Production”, 
the show was expecting more than 50-60,000 visitors and approximately 1,500 to 1,700 
exhibitors from more than 45 countries – thus making Euromold the world’s largest machine-tool 
trade show. 
 
The original concept of our participation this year was to use a translator to gather information 
for our members from the technical presentations, which are given mainly in German.  
Unfortunately our technically-competent, German-speaking director was unable to travel to 
Germany at the last minute and we were therefore not able to accomplish this objective. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Sally Damstra at the Canadian Plastics Industry Association (CPIA), we 
were able to partner with other industry associations (CPIA, CAMM and the Canadian MTDM 
Federation) as well as one of our member companies (Racer Machinery) by exhibiting in Hall 
5.1 with a complete small booth package.  All of the associations were able to promote the 
capabilities of their members by distributing information to visitors at the show.  The CTMA 
distributed the remaining copies of our 2007 Buyer’s Guide & Members’ Capability Index during 
the 4-day show and also promoted the ISTMA-World Conference that will be held in Windsor, 
Ontario in 2010. 
 
 
Booth Activity: 
 
• Representatives from Israel, Malta, Australia, South Africa, Taiwan, Greece, Croatia, Italy, 

Ohio USA and CPIA member PCM Molds & Patterns Inc. from Quebec visited our booth.  I 
visited with Maximillian Lorzel, Schroter Modell und Fromenbau, President of the German 
Pattern-Model Makers Association to confirm their participation at the World Conference that 
the CTMA is hosting in Windsor in 2010.  The German tooling industry is very busy and has 
very little CNC capacity available until early 2008. 

 
• Representatives from Turkey, China, France, Portugal, Italy and Germany visited our booth 

along with possible new member Pannon Plastic Inc. of Mississauga, Ontario. 
 

• Representatives from Turkey, Spain, Finland, Malaysia and a private design consultant from 
Germany visited our booth. 
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Special Features: 
1. A two-day forum organized by the Chinese Die & Mould Industry Association and Tool & 

Gauge Manufacturers Association of India (both partners of the CTMA through their 
membership in the International Tooling & Machining Association) provided the following 
information: 

 Manufacturers from almost all industries are currently evaluating the purchase 
of tools from China and India, or have even established supplier relations there 
– for local or global applications.  This is also true for European die and mould 
manufacturers who face massive cost pressure and relocate part of their 
production, not only to follow their customers but also to serve new customers 
in the target markets.  Cost savings from 40% to 70% are possible, but the 
process of finding the right supplier is intense and the necessary input very 
high.  Which dies or moulds are suitable to be sourced from China or India, and 
what cost savings are realistic?  How can a good cooperation with local tool 
builders be established, and what kind of input is necessary?  What are the 
relevant facts to be kept in mind when establishing your own die and mould 
production?  Due to the frequent lack of transparency, there is a strong interest 
in market information on the Chinese and Indian die and mould industry, in 
individual reports from companies already sourcing from or manufacturing in 
China or India, as well as in contacts to local tool building companies. 

 
2. The Global Alliance of Rapid Prototyping Associations (GARPA) held its 9th Annual 

Conference during Euromold.  An outline from this event entitled “The Custom 
Manufacturing MegaTrend – Where China and the West Fit In” is attached as Appendix A. 

 
3. The Exhibitors Lecture Forum provided almost 40 speakers who presented information of 

relevance to the tooling industry over the 4 days of Euromold, however most were in 
German. 

 
 
Future Participation in Euromold: 
The ability to promote the members of our association from within our own booth was a good 
opportunity; however Hall 5.1 did not have the largest number of visitors.  With numerous 
entrances to the show, the best location would be in Hall 8 or 9, and a booth in this location has 
been promised to us by the show organizers if we decide to return to Euromold next year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Les Payne, Executive Director 
Canadian Tooling & Machining Association 
December 19, 2007 
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