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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Member companies Anchor Danly, H.J. Machine & Pattern Ltd. and True North Molds, along 
with the association’s Executive Director Mr. Leslie Payne represented the Canadian Tooling & 
Machining Association (CTMA) at the National Tooling & Machining Association’s (NTMA) 
Annual Meeting & Technical Conference entitled “Technology For The Future” that was held in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, USA, February 2 – 7, 2008.  The Americas regional meeting of the 
International Special Tooling & Machining Association (ISTMA – www.istma.org) was also held 
in conjunction with the conference. 
 
NTMA CONFERENCE: 
 
Day 1:  Highlights from the first day of the conference (Saturday) included a presentation by 
John VanKirk, President and Executive Director of the National Centre for Defense 
Manufacturing Technology focusing on a number of case studies, USA defense projects and 
sample parts needed by the members of the National Defense Manufacturing and Machining 
organization (NCDMM – www.ncdmm.org). 
 
This was followed by a number of round table discussions on the following topics: 

• Tool & Die / Moulds 
• Precision Machining 
• Special Machines 

 
Day 2:  The second day (Sunday) was devoted mainly to NTMA association strategic planning 
and goal setting sessions. 
 
Day 3:  The third day of the conference (Monday) included a presentation by Kenneth Mayland, 
President of Clear View Economics on “Why Technology is Absolutely Key to Company 
Success”.  In addition, Lloyd Rawls discussed succession planning and David Styers discussed 
how to build an effective association Board and how it applies to private company Boards. 
 
Day 4:  On Tuesday, Eduardo Beira, ISTMA General Manager (from Portugal) presented his 
views on world-wide statistics and trends in the global tooling industry (www.istma.org).  
 
Tom McCarthy’s presentation on USA Labour & Employment Issues affecting NTMA members 
focused on how to deal with problem employees, effective hiring and firing methods and various 
government regulations. 
 
Stephen Mandes, President of the National Institute for Metalworking Skills discussed their 
recently developed training programs such as on-the-job training, trainer-senior trainer, training 
coordinator, etc. (www.nims-skills.org).  This training is similar to the Canadian train-the-trainer 
program delivered a few years ago. 
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Day 5:  On Wednesday, a 3-hour seminar/workshop on “Smart Machining Technology” 
was hosted by TechSolve.  It was conducted by John Kohls with assistance from Rob 
Caron, President of Caron Engineering Inc., Tom Scotton of Connecticut Center for 
Advanced Technology Inc. (www.ccat.us, www.usnali.org) and Jim Hoffman of G.E. 
Aviation. 
 
Day 6:  On Thursday, John B. Byrd III, President of the Association for Manufacturing 
Technology (AMT), gave a presentation on “Technology Innovation Advances in 
Manufacturing”.  MT Connect is an open protocol that will enable communication 
between different shop floor machines.  This is being developed by the University of 
California. 
 
ISTMA-AMERICAS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
Highlights of the ISTMA-Americas’ afternoon meeting on Tuesday (Day 4) included: 

 Minutes from the previous meeting, a Financial Report and the Contact List were 
reviewed and accepted. 

 NTMA will conduct the 2008 ISTMA-Americas Business Conditions Survey and 
upgrade it to an online electronic format. 

 Report was given on the ISTMA-World Board Meeting that took place in India in 
October 2007. 

 The first Global Partner member is Üddeholm. 

 The next ISTMA-World Conference will be held in Windsor, Ontario, Canada during 
the summer of 2010.  Sponsorship levels, call for papers and suggested conference 
fees were discussed. 

 Next ISTMA-World Board Meeting will be held in Shanghai, China, May 2008. 

 Next ISTMA-Americas Meeting will be held in conjunction with the ISTMA-World 
Members Assembly being held in Johannesburg, South Africa, June/July 2008. 

 
 

 
 

ISTMA-AMERICAS COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Front: Tom Garcia (USA), Harry Moser (USA), Rob Akers (USA) 
Back: Les Payne (Canada), Horst Just (Canada), Egon Jaeggin 
 (USA), Eduardo Beira (Portugal), Geoff Anderson (Canada) 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 
Each of the three participating CTMA member companies have expressed successful 
customer contact and increased technical knowledge by participating in this event (see 
attachments). 
 
The association was also able to distribute a good number of our new 2008 Buyer’s 
Guide & Members Capability Index to further promote the entire membership of the 
Canadian Tooling & Machining Association. 
 
A copy of the presentation notes and slides from this conference is available for review 
through the CTMA office. 
 
Our thanks to International Trade Canada for their financial assistance in helping us 
participate in this event.  Partial funding was provided through the Program for Export 
Market Development –Trade Associations (PEMD-TA).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted March 4th, 2008 
By:  Leslie Payne, Executive Director 
Canadian Tooling & Machining Association 
www.ctma.com 
 
Attachments:  Letters from Anchor Danly, H.J. Machine & Pattern Ltd. and True North Molds. 
 

 
 

CTMA MEMBER COMPANIES AT NTMA CONFERENCE 
IN ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, USA 

Front: Penny Anderson; Horst Just (H.J. Machine & Pattern Ltd.), Eduardo 
    Beirs, (ISTMA-World); Luella Verstraete 
Back: Geoff Anderson (True North Molds); Roy Verstraete (Anchor Danly); 
      Paul Brisebois (Anchor Danly); Les Payne (CTMA). 












